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his character was prudence, never acting until every
circumstance, every consideration, was maturely
weighed; refraining if he saw a doubt, but when
once decided, going through with, his purpose, whatever
obstacles opposed. His integrity was most pure, his
justice the most inflexible I have ever known; no
motives of interest or consanguinity, of friendship or
hatred, being able to bias his decision. He was, indeed,
in every sense of the word, a wise, a good, and a great
man. His temper was naturally irritable and high
toned ; but reflection and resolution had obtained a
firm and habitual ascendency over it."

In conclusion, the plain truth Is that all
parallels, analogies, and similitudes between the
French Eevolution, or any part or phase of it,
and our affairs In Ireland are moonshine. For
the practical politician his problem Is always
individual. For his purposes history never
repeats Itself. Human nature, doubtless, has a
weakness for a precedent; It Is a weakness to be
respected. But there is no such thing as an
essential reproduction of social and political
combinations of circumstance. To talk about
Robespierre in connection with Ireland is just
as Idle as it was In Robespierre to harangue
about Lycurgus and Brutus in Paris. To
compare the two is to place Ireland under a